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How about if we pack up the kids and go to England?
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… whoops, first take care of some admin details
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… so you write a report
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How about if we pack up the kids and go to England?
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A friend adjusted my thinking …
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… and invited me to visit Australia from Jan thru March
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… and then England, April to June
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… with a stop over in Thailand
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Many things to attend to

 Find a person to visit

 Get documented support from your collaborator
 A letter saying they will support your visit

• Minimum: an office?
• Not bad to ask for: a stipend, housing, travel funds, research support
• My experience was pretty good

 Find a place to live (short term can be hard)
 And go to school

 Plan your travel
 Medical prep
 Passports
 Visa applications (letters of support needed here)
 Travel arrangements
 Local transport
 Baggage allowances (US gets more than overseas!)

 Benefits while on leave
 Next page
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Benefits while on leave

 In 2004, UCOP had a PDF 
“sabbatical checklist” with 
a lot about benefits

 Now there’s a website
 https://ucnet.universityofc

alifornia.edu/compensatio
n-and-
benefits/roadmaps/sabbati
cal.html

 Doesn’t seem to have the 
same info

 My opinion: your medical 
benefits are better 
overseas than in the USA
 My experiences in 2017 and 

in 2009

https://ucnet.universityofcalifornia.edu/compensation-and-benefits/roadmaps/sabbatical.html
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My sabbatical experiences were quite positive

 2004: Livermore and Davis, CA 
 Cemented our lab’s reputation in the aerospace industry and the 

national labs 
 Industrial interactions lead to starting Hill Engineering, LLC

• Today, a going concern with 20 employees in two locations

 2009: Sydney, Australia and Bristol, England
 Lead to sustained interactions with Australian scientists
 6 joint papers, 3 follow-on visits, one student in-residence training
 3 subsequent trips to Australia
 Kids went to school in 3 countries in grade 5 (US, AUS, UK)

 2017: Los Alamos, NM
 Sparked a three-way interchange between LANL, Sandia, UCD
 2 joint papers

 And it has felt great to come back to Davis every time
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